GCSTO Team Member,

  This email is dedicated entirely to the procedure you’ll want to go through to enter into swimming meets throughout the course of the season. If you’re not swimming meets read ONLY Part 1. You can delete the email from there. If you are swimming meets please read through Part 2 if you would. THANKS!

Part 1 – Procedure For Those NOT Swimming in Swimming Meets

  Even though you are not swimming meets we would ask that if you are in Level 1, 2, 3 or 4 that you get the “Meet Participation Form (MPF)” that your coach has prepared for your level and simply write “Not Swimming Meets” across it and return it to your coach. That way they know for sure that you aren’t swimming and it’s simply not a matter of the information not getting to you or back to them. That’s all you need to do. If you are in novice, you do not need to do this as we do not prepare a MPF for you.

Part 2 – Procedure For Those Swimming In USA Swimming Meets

Where To Find Our Meet Schedule: You can find this on our web page on the “Swim Meet Information” fly out tab as you cursor over the “Swim Team Information” tab there on the left.
Understanding Meets & The Meet Schedule: While there are many meets on our schedule only certain swimmers on any team can swim certain meets. Some athletes may be too fast for some meets, some too slow, some too young & some too old based on the guidelines set forth by the meet host. Too, even if they could swim in a majority of meets we don’t want the athletes doing so simply to keep them from over-competing and getting too run down. As such, your coach will let you know what meets are available to your athlete by listing that on a “Meet Participation Form (MPF)” that they have prepared for the athletes in their level. There still may even be some variability within a single level as to whether or not an athlete can swim in all meets listed so you need to check with your coach as to which ones your specific athlete would be eligible for based on those listed. Do not contact any other coach for this information (including me) as they simply cannot answer this question for you. Meets can vary from 1 to 3 days in length throughout the season and have limitations on who can swim these meets based on age groups, speed of participating athletes and such. Teams sponsor meets to help provide the opportunity for competition to those in our sport and to help raise revenue for their own clubs. The season culminates in a series of championship meets based on the age and ability level of participating athletes and these are sponsored by our state governing body, Ohio Swimming, Inc., with certain teams acting as meet hosts! As athletes get older, there are other championship meets that occur outside the state which are sponsored by USA Swimming and, again, hosted by various clubs.  

  Again… if you want to compete, go specifically to your child’s own coach to discuss which meets it is that they feel your child should enter if you have any question about this whatsoever.

The Meet Entry Procedure: A meet host must get all of the entries from the teams coming to their meet in for the meet about 8-10 days in advance of the meet so that they can merge all of the entries together, make any meet changes that are needed, get questions about entries answered from the clubs coming to their meet, get their time lines coordinated, get their heat sheets printed and all. We must therefore have these to our meet entry chairperson (Brian Tann) at least 2 weeks in advance of the first day of the meet so that he, too, can merge entries from all of our levels and pools and get “questions” taken care of upon doing so. That means that the coaches will be choosing events for the athletes around 15-20 days before the meet actually starts. As such, they need to know if you are swimming or not by this time. IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THIS PROCESS AS ONCE MEET ENTRIES GO IN (2 weeks prior to the meet date) THEY CANNOT BE CHANGED. As such, your questions to your coaches, your changes in plans and such all need to be done that third week before the meet. When we send our entries in to the meet host from another team we must also send in our payment for that meet. As such, once an entry goes in with this payment all athletes entering that meet are responsible for the cost of their entry whether they swim that meet or not. Once we summarize our entries we will put them on our “Swim Meet Information” page in the “GCSTO Entries” column for each meet. If a team provides us with a psyche sheet (a simple listing of who is entered in each even put in order of times as fastest to slowest) we will also post that on our web site under the appropriate column. Once we get the meet results after the meet is over we will then put those in up there, as well.

Understanding Meets Entry Charges: Meets are offered not only to provide competitive opportunities for swimmers but act as fundraisers for teams. Hopefully the team keeps the first driving force in mind when offering their meet. Some meets are more driven by the latter which means they may accept more entries than they should causing meets to go very long. Ohio swimming & USA  Swimming actually require that each session of a meet last no longer than 4 hours. This has really helped curtail such occurrences. Our meets are based off of the best competitive opportunity possible while keeping mind financial success without compromising the quality of the meet. Over 5 years before it became a rule we self-limited our meets to 4 hours. We also began to divide our meets up into smaller, age group specific sessions to help cut down on things. We then began to combine ages to allow for better competition and yet quicker meets. This year we will experiment with actually combining ages and genders for our Holiday Meet to provide a new twist to the competitive nature of the meet and helping to speed it up even more!   

  Host teams charge each swimmer for each event that they swim. Ohio Swimming mandates the maximum charge per event based on the structure of the meet (timed finals where each child swims just once in each event, prelim/finals where each child has the opportunity to swim their event in a preliminary session then come back to swim that event in a finals session or championship meet which may charge slightly more). It costs anywhere between $4 and $5 per event for most meets. If a child swims relays they are charged ¼ of that relay charge (about $2 per swimmer). Too, Ohio Swimming charges $2 just to enter the meet and we have a $1 surcharge. OSI’s portion goes to a travel fund that they have set up for athletes going on to go to national championship meets and all and then also to a “Facility” charge which goes to help secure the better swimming facilities for our championship meets. These facilities can cost up to $17,000 to rent for a weekend! Obviously a club hosting an OSI Championship Meet couldn’t  rent such a facility for a championship meet without some help. Our $1 fee covers our costs of mailing, invoicing, banking account upkeep and account processing.  

NOTE: There is one (and only one) exception to how you are charged for our OWN GCSTO HOSTED MEETS… we charge our own team members “after-the-fact” for our own hosted meets so that you are only being charged for that which you swim. By doing it this way, if you don’t swim certain events or don’t swim at all (no matter what the reason) we simply do not charge you for your missed (non-swum) events. Again, this is for GCSTO sponsored/hosted meets, only. This is a simple courtesy to you as our thanks for being part of the team! 

Understanding Our Meet Entry Account System: Because we must pay other teams when we send our entries in we need to have that money in our hands and in our entry account to do so. As such we ask each family who wants to swim in meets to submit an escrow account check payable to “GCSTO Entry Account” in order to be able to be entered into their meets. You should submit $75 per athlete that you have but need not do so with separate checks. If you have 2 kids simply submit a $150 check. Our entry account chairperson is Brian Tann (614-312-8323 or irelander1848@gmail.com) and his address is 1142 Franklin Ave., Columbus, OH 43205. If you see Brian or Steve at the pool you can hand it directly to them or your best bet is to mail it directly to Brian. We will email home invoices and account summary statements to team members about once a month so that you know where you stand in terms of this account. It is an escrow account so what you don’t use is YOURS. You can have that refunded at the end of the season or simply carried over to your next season. 

  Again, this is the breakdown point for many people on the team. They don’t attend to keeping their account current and think we can simply enter them. The only way to do so would be to use funds from the accounts of other team members which we will not do. Please make sure to keep your account current. New swimmers can submit their checks right now to get this all started. Old team members should check with Brian to see where they are at or should simply send us on in their check just to be sure.

Understanding Who To Contact About Entries: Please contact your coach about anything to do with what meets to enter and the like. Contact Brian about your entry account balance. I (Steve Nye) cannot answer these questions for you and will simply have to defer you to your coach or Brian. Please do not contact the meet management of any meet. Any such contact should come from an official representative of GCSTO (our entry chair or a coach). Thanks!

  Hope this helps you understand the meet entry procedure! 

