Team Introductory Meeting

A – Past, New & Potentially New Team Members:  This meeting for anyone interested in swimming this fall and winter is being held Thursday, September 1st  from 6-7 p.m. in the Middle School Common area. Pre-season, only, high school athlete families are not required to attend although they may. All others swimming this fall (returning or new) should be in attendance at this meeting. 

Applications and Deposits 

Note: Every single request for information on the application is VITAL so please fill it out in its’ entirety. If you have more than 1 child you can put them all on 1 ap but just make sure to delineate birthdates, middle initials and shirt sizes… thanks.

A – Past Team Members: A 2011/2012 completed and signed application MUST accompany your $150 initial payment per swimmer in order to reserve your spot on the team. Yes… EVERYONE swimming this fall needs a new team ap! The deadline is AUGUST 31 so please get these in by then!

B – New Team Members: A completed and signed application marked with “2 Week Trial” across the top MUST also be in our hands by August 31 in order for you to be considered for placement onto the team and for your athlete to be allowed to start their trial period with us if training positions are, indeed, available with the team this fall. No deposit is due with that as you will get your 2 week trial in September before having to make up your mind as to whether or not you plan on swimming the entire season with us. 

C – Past, New & Potentially New Team Members: We will also need a USA Swimming registration form filled out and returned. NOVICE need not fill this out unless they plan on swimming meets but everyone else is asked to do so (pre-season high school athletes included).    

D – Past Team Members: Note that without your applications and deposits we cannot determine who is returning to each level and therefore cannot determine how many spots remain open in that level for past team members to move up into that level or new team members to be accepted into that level (in that order). Those past GCSTO athletes without applications in by the August 31st deadline will lose their automatic right for re-acceptance back into their training groups. They may return to the team after that date if there is remaining availability once their application and payment is received. Your help in getting in those applications is really, really appreciated.

Practice Group/Level Placement

A – Past Team Members: All returning athletes from seasons past are to be placed in the level in which they finished their last season in unless otherwise notified by myself or their former level’s head coach. We are having some difficulty right now (as we do at this time every year) with this procedure. Please note the VERY IMPORTANT following information in relation to that:

 1 – Athletes who were moved up this past spring or summer to another level on this team from that which they were in during the fall/winter of last year are automatically in that new level for this 

fall. The staff has done so because we have seen these athletes merit this change based on our own practice observations. ALL OTHER RETURNING swimmers will start the season in the level in which 

they finished last year. We get pretty pressured at times with athletes and/or their families who did not 
swim with us over the spring and/or summer asking (and in some cases literally demanding) that we move their athlete up. We cannot simply do so based on the athlete’s word, their parent’s word or some other coaches’ word who does not directly deal with the 2 levels involved (the level from which they are moving and the level to which they are moving). See part 2 for a continuation of this…

2 - Athletes who are returning to us from years past who want to be considered for potential advancement this fall will have the chance to do so in their first week of swimming. They are NOT to come to the new swimmer tryouts to see if we will screen them but are to come to their assigned level’s practices that first week of their group’s scheduled practices and show us through their actions in the pool that they are ready for advancement. If they can demonstrate that they have advanced enough over the spring/summer to warrant consideration for a move to the next level they will earn the first right of refusal to do so. Rest assured that no new swimmer will be accepted over such a returning swimmer until we have had time to watch our returning swimmers in practice! We will give our returning swimmers the chance to prove that they merit the move and place the onus of proof on their own actions in the pool. If we see that they could potentially move up we will contact you to see if this is actually something that you want to do (thus the reason I phrased it as “first right of refusal”). 

B – New Team Members: All new members will be screened for their potential level placement on the team. We say potential as we do not know exactly how many practice positions remain in each group until such time as we’ve received all of our past team members applications and until such time as we know that we have placed all past team members in their appropriate level for the year. You will be assigned a tentative level and location based on our initial assessments of the situation after the Sept. 12-15 tryouts days. If you cannot make those but have been with us during August we will use that assessment to place you accordingly. At the end of the first week of practice we will have had a chance to observe our returning athletes to ensure that we have them in the correct levels and then will know exactly how many practice positions are available after that first week. Once this is all sorted out we will then let you know what is available at that level. You will then be given yet another week of practice with that final group so that you can determine what you’d like to do in relation to joining the team. After that full 2 week time period is over you can then make payment (minimum of $200) to join the team.

New Swimmer Tryout Schedule

A – New Team Members: The September 12-15 (see the schedule in our brochure) tryout days are for NEW SWIMMERS, ONLY. Past team members are NOT to be attending these trial days. Complete swimming and dry land training attire will be needed. The more you can make the better but if you don’t make them all with your athlete that’s alright. More will be discussed on this at the team introductory meeting. Note that we will also have another informational meeting at the pool so that we can answer new questions for parents and so that we can provide them with even more detailed information about the team. That meeting date and time will be announced later. PLEASE ALSO SEE B directly above under Practice/Level Group Placement!

Fees & Payment Schedule 

Fees 

A – Past, New & Potentially New Team Members…
   Team Fees (which differ by level) are due from each swimmer who ends up swimming with us this season. These are listed in the brochure after each level’s practice schedule and on the application. 

Note that no one pays more than $3.30 per hour to swim with GCSTO and this amount decreases as you move through the levels on the team!

   USA Registration Swimming Fees ($65) are due from every single swimmer on the team in Junior, Advanced Junior, Senior & Pre/Post-Season High School. Novice swimmers are excepted unless they plan on swimming with Level 1 once a week under the sibling practice option on our team or unless they plan on swimming in US meets. 

   The only other exception is if a pre-season, only, high school athlete is already registered with USA Swimming for 2011 and does not plan on practicing/competing with us after 12/31/11.   

    Booster Club Fees are due from all swimmers swimming on the team in Junior, Advanced Junior, Senior & Novice (note that pre-season, only, high school athletes are excepted). The amounts due are listed under the “Addition Fall/Winter Financial Information” section of the brochure. Note that these fees ALSO include a second team shirt for all athletes responsible for paying this fee and a GCSTO Team Spirit package. Pre-season high school, only, athletes may pay this fee to receive the t-shirt and spirit package if they would like but are not required to do so.  

     Corporation Fees are normally due from any family who is new to the team for the fall/winter season (even if they swam with us this past spring or summer) but have been waived this year. These are listed after the cost of each level after the practice schedule listing for each level and the explanation of how to pay these if you have multiple athletes is listed under the “Addition Fall/Winter Financial Information” section of the brochure. 

    Re-Association Fees are due from any family who has been on GCSTO in the past and who has since been on another USA Swimming or Y team here in central Ohio but are now returning to GCSTO.     

These fees are listed after the cost of each level after the practice schedule listing for each level and the explanation of how to pay these if you have multiple athletes is listed under the “Addition Fall/Winter Financial Information” section of the brochure. 

Payment Schedule

A – Past, New & Potentially New Team Members… The fee payment schedule is located towards the end of the brochure in the section marked “Additional Financial Information”. As always, if you 

need some other type of payment schedule you may contact me to arrange that. Note that your team fees include a team t-shirt (Novice, Junior, Advanced Junior & Senior swimmers). 

PRACTICE Schedule 
Past, New & Potentially New Team Members

A – Practice Schedule: Please see the brochure. 
B – New (and old) Practice Group Options: Please see the brochure. Those who have siblings on the team should also remember that your “Sibling Practice Option” is included in your team fees and does not cost anything else. This option allows those of you with kids in back to back levels (Novice & level 1, level 1 and level 2, level 2 and level 3 & level 4) to move opt to have one of those athletes move “up” once a week to train and the other to move “down” once a week to train to help you with gas and with cutting your time down at the pool. 
And one more thing… if you are getting this e-mail ARE NOT swimming with us this winter please let me know by responding to this e-mail so that I can remove you from the roster so that we aren’t calling you to check in on you as we always do. This will really help us get a more accurate roster as quickly as possible. THANKS!!!!!
 

